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hundred slaves were sent by the Ottoman conqueror as a
present to the Sultan of Egypt; and Piloti saw them and
spoke to them in the Citadel of Cairo, and he says that all
had been forced to renounce their faith.1 In- later years, he
witnessed and recorded the downfall of the Latin Kingdom
of Cyprus in the year 14272 and the capture of King Janus
and 6,000 Cypriot men and women of position.3 Piloti
could not remain silent after watching these stirring events.
Thus he wrote his De modo^ progressuy ordine ac diligenti
-providentia habendis in passagio christianorum fro conquesta
Terrae sanctae> a work in which he utilized his prolonged
experience in the East for the benefit of prospective
crusaders. The author is a man of affairs and shows
himself incapable of conveying his ideas in good style.
Yet much valuable material can with patience be sifted
from his statements; and in spite of the confusion pre-
vailing throughout his account, his main theme is quite
intelligible.
The leader of the crusade, Piloti insists, needs four4
preliminary conditions to ensure his success. He must be
surrounded by wise, prudent and practical men of the
world, capable of giving him sound advice at all times.
The leader himself must be a man of large wealth. Further,
his followers should be desirous to achieve glory and fame
for their master, whose authority and prestige must also
be accepted by the kings and princes of the Christian world.
1 ib., 412;'. . . aulcuns Turs manda a donner deux cens de leurs esckves
crestiens qui furent prins au souldain du Caire; lesquelx estoyent de toute
nation crestienne de Francois et d'ltaliens, et tous furent fais tornez estre
poyens.   Lesquek je lez vis tous dedans le chatteau du Caire, et si park
(sic) avecque eulx, et tous estoyent josnes, beauk et tous eslus.'
2 This date as well as others quoted in the text may cause confusion as to the
original date of the redaction of the tractates which is recorded at the opening
as 1420.   The explanation is that Piloti started writing in 1420 and finished
some years later.   Cf. Reiffenberg, clxxvi.
3 De modo, op. at., 386.   'Et depuis, que fust en Tan MCCCC et XXVJ,
I'arme'e du souldain print 1'isole de Cipre et le roy en personne, avecques
ammes vjm, dames, damoiselles, seigneurs de toutes reputations, et tous furent
mene*s au Cayre avecques grant charge et vitupere de la foy crestienne; pour
quoy quasi toutes celles ammes devindrent paganes.'   For details of this
expedition, vide infra. Cap. XIX.
4 ib., 317-18.